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By LAURA REPSTAD

hark Ukra knew no |'|||:|y= abowt teps or tonics when he
|:l|.'lIJIE_'|!|[ the Tea Garden & Herhal Fl:r|.|'_||:|:ri|_1:|r| A year ago.
However, his wile waz Gallerie Michael owner Juliz
Likra; he knew a thing or two abowt collecting

The result? A selection of rare and aged teas, some of
which cost more than an iPod Nano

Thae 1952 G 12 T {_mn_g Bin.a chg:_'ﬂrl::: Pu-erh iea,
retalls For 5490 an ounce. A pot of Purple Lady, an
organic green ten the color ol a ripe plum, goes for $40.

“Its been a destination for people for more than a
decade, bt you had to hear about it by word of mouth,”
says Licorge Lamourcux, a Tea Garden herbalise for 13
yvears. "1t was not the kind of place vou just walk into.”

Ron Teegearden, credited as one of the worlds fore-
moat herbalists, opencd the shop in 1988 with the goal
of tniroducing herbal tonics (o mainsiream America.

Loyalists had no problem with the dark, cramped and
musty shop on Beverly Bouleward, but it didn draw
much foot tmaffic from the Robensen Boulevard shop
ping corrickor. {Tecguarden left bn 19596 and later opened
T'Ir;umn Hierhs ri1|1'|:|n5i|:||n it Santa Monici. )

“If you saw what it looked like then, mesi people
would run,” savs Ukra, *As did most people.”

Tochange that, the Ukras brought in a feng shui maseer,
c'-.:p-.m._l,.,'l,l the '-.hn:_:-rl nnd itz inventory and, in a eribte
the Dralai Lama, decorated in a bright orange meant o
mimic the cxact shade of his obes.

Lamourcux and his herbalists now work behind o
'|'u_'|]|5.|'|1:-:] wond bar a8 'I]'u-:g.' mix formulas Hke Goddess
Tonic, where herbs like lady maku, shen drops, super
deer antler und super chen “reveal the drinkers inner
poddess” and “promote warmth, beauty and eternal
vouth™ — a great sales pirch for the Botox set.

Among the itams for sale at Tea Garden: organic
tailetries from Bali and a 55,000 teapot. At right:
ownar Mark Ulora and herbalist George Lamaursux

Ukra's mesxt task is reviving the “Swones Chiew,”
a tonic that the H.I:IIIIII._H‘ Suones asked Ic-.q;n.lrdtn
to make for their 1980 wour. The desired effects
good chi, stamina and sexual energy

Ukra inherited the secret recipe — bat he can®
sell the herbal brandy unless the Tea Garden geis o
Heuor leense.
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High tea takes a liking to the high |

e

*,iim‘li i it ‘,if"' L_

Earl Grey? How retro. Variety Weekend asked
three WeHo teahouses for a pot or two of
their finest.

TEA GARDEN & HERBAL EMPORILM

9001 Baverly Blvd, (310) 205-0104

Purple Lasdy (51152, $B00pat

This c\-i;lrl_rnﬁ'_r FANE iEan s -\.Il'l:.l'h'ﬁ. o A Chingse riveroed where g
tislance tums ke plam puple. Swoet-smellng, with a chestnutty
flavoe, LS. exclusive 1o Tan Gardon

Coffes Tea (314050, 31005 )

Owdong 1es masted like & cafes Baan, Tea Gardan oreated it for those
trying o ged off the java. ikl Si9eg & 0ofmencing, givas full @moma
and nuity flaver af b cup of cofies

ELIXIR TOMICS AMND TEAS

28612 Medrose Ave. [B7T) 4-ELIXIR

Roolbos Darling (33 50000 of pat]

Creatad from a South Afncan red bark and flavared with chooolate,

it tastes Hoa figs

Black Vandlla Rose [S3/0z. or pat]

Black 1oa mixed with dried roses ard vanills sssence. Smiells g roses
rastes ik vanilla

CHADO TEA ROOM

B4ZZ % W 3 S¢. (BOQ) dd2.010%

Casablanca (57 18 oz, 275 podk

Teutod as “greoen tea gets lovestrsck by Maomccan mint and bargs
Srralls, tastes chean; strang mint notes and subtles feeals. Ceisg attar-
taste lraves mouth tinging

Exatique (31,67 oz, 5275 patl

Carglan taa mized with died passion frusts, red fruits and e petaly
cipates 3N indouscating fropacs aoma Sl il firsr S byt @ Ddtbar
aftertaste lingers. -L.F
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